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or r.sartwell@comcast.net

Degrees Offered

The following degrees are available in our
cooperative relationship with George Fox
Evangelical Seminary:

¥ The MA in Christian Ministries (MACM) is
designed for those specializing in church 
leadership, including adult and family 
ministries, or urban ministry. It requires 64 
credit hours of course work, including an
internship.

¥ The MA in Ministry Leadership (MAML) is for
individuals in ministry without formal theological
education living in any geographical location. It is
a three-year, 56-credit-hour degree program with
one-week intensives twice a year in Portland, Ore
combined with online participation.

¥ The MA in Theological Studies (MATS)Is a 64-
credit-hour academic degree providing the core
for those continuing on to a Ph.D. program,
teaching or research. Classes required include
biblical languages, spiritual formation, and
internship. Students choose a specialization in
either Biblical Studies or Christian History &
Thought.

¥ The Master of Divinity (MDiv) is a professional
ministry degree. Students specialize in one of five
areas: Biblical Studies, Adult Ministries, Urban
Ministry, Spiritual Formation, or Chaplaincy.
Requiring 96 credit hours of course work and
internship, this degree is the most broad-based.

¥ The Certificate in Spiritual Formation and
Discipleship (CSFD)is a unique certificate 
program requiring 32 credit hours and may be
added to one of the above degrees, or taken
independently. Students are trained in spiritual
direction and discipleship. It is newly available
with a few additional hours as the MA in
Spiritual Formation (MASF).

¥ The Doctor of Ministry (DMin) is an advanced
degree for those who have completed a Master-
level degree, have served professionally in 
ministry and desire post-graduate training in
Leadership & Spiritual Formation, or Leadership
in the Emerging Culture.

The programs of Friends Center are administered
by Richard Sartwell, a recorded minister among

Friends since 1972. 

Established by the Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends in January 2003, 
Friends Center exists to help recruit, train and mentor leaders for Friends in 
the Northwest and beyond, and to help Friends leaders find their particular 
place of vital ministry. Think of Friends Center as a group of people 
committed to a mission more than a Òplace.Ó

That mission is carried out in two venues: 1) on the campuses of and in 
cooperation with George Fox University and George Fox Evangelical 
Seminary, and 2) in the church buildings and meeting places of Friends 
around the Northwest.

In coordination with George Fox
University and Seminary, the Friends
Center offers:

¥Friends-specific courses, seminars, and 
mentoring opportunities.

¥Scholarship programs to assist individuals 
in meeting their educational goals.

¥Internship opportunities as a way to
enhance the practical experience of students
in ministry.

As a part of Northwest Yearly Meeting,
Friends Center offers:

¥Seminars and training to Friends leaders in
their own congregational settings, and in
larger gatherings of Friends.

¥Opportunities for leaders from Friends 
congregations to participate in classes at the
seminary campus at a significant reduction
in cost.

¥Continuing Education for pastors.

¥An appropriate training path for those in the
Recording process.

Making a Difference

Here are representative comments from 
participants in recent Friends Center courses 
and programs:

ÒThis is the most practical class IÕve had 
in my seminary experienceÉ.Ó 

Ñ Student

ÒThis elders training workshop wasnÕt at all 
what I expected; this was helpful!Ó 

Ñ Elder

ÒI wish I had been able to take advantage 
of a class like this when I began ministry.Ó

Ñ Pastor

ÒThis scholarship not only is helping me 
get my degree more quickly, it helps me 

feel supported by my church family.Ó 
Ñ Student

Partner with us!

You can partner with us in several ways: 

¥Sponsor a seminar for your church or group.

¥Refer prospective students for seminary 
training.

¥Provide a scholarship grant or endowment.

¥Pray for our Friends Center students 
preparing for ministry.

Scholarship Funds

Contributions by concerned individuals and 
support through the NWYM Great Commission
Budget have made possible the following 
scholarship funds:

¥The Pearl Fundcreated by special gifts 
and estate planning of concerned Friends
provides several scholarships each year.

¥The Walter Lee Fundis an annual award to
one student and honors the life and 
memory of the man who pastored and led
among Friends in the Northwest and 
elsewhere for most of his 102 years of life.

¥The Farmer Family Scholarshipis an 
annual award to one student and honors the
memory of Randy Farmer, an active 
volunteer leader in his local church.

Contributions

Financial contributions and scholarships are
administered through NWYM, and therefore
qualify as a charitable contribution. All gifts,
large or small, help us make a difference.. 

The
Mission 

of
Friends
Center
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